Spoken and Written Arabic

Egyptian Dialect



About the Book

This book is not your average Arabic textbook. In fact,
this is not a textbook at all. We have designed our

book to be used as a supplemental aid to our video
lessons, not a substitute. This way, you will continuously
hear the correct accent and rhythm from the beginning.
Through our method, instead of deciphering a tedious
written grammar explanation as is common practice
in the world of Arabic study, we will explain the
complexities of Arabic grammar in simple terms and
through use of examples.

In combination with our video lessons and this text, you
will be absorbing Arabic at a much faster rate and

enjoying the journey.



A Note on the Choice of Dialect

In this course, we have chosen to teach Egyptian
Arabic in depth, while providing the student with the
added knowledge of the Palestinian and Jordanian
dialects.
Egypt is not only the most populated Arabic speaking
country, but is a cultural center of film, literature and
music, making knowledge of this dialect essential to
familiarizing oneself with Arab culture.
In the modern age of satellite television, you will be
understood by a native Arabic speaker no matter which of
these dialects you speak. Furthermore, by learning more
than one dialect, you, the student, will be able to better
understand those around you. As you study with us, you
will see that the differences in dialect are smaller than one

would think.



Roots

As a member of the Semitic language family, Arabic is
consequently built on a root system, where the main stem
contains usually 3 and sometimes 4 or 5 letters.
The meaning and role of the word is altered by affixations
to the root letters, which themselves must always remain
in the same order.
The root of each word can be found in the 3™ person
singular masculine past-tense verb form.

(Examples: J=9, i oS )



Verb Forms

There are 10 basic Arabic verb forms, where each
form possesses its own general attributes which affect the
root. For example, by placing the same root in a different
form, the verb could become passive, causative, reflective
or intensify in meaning. Theoretically, each root can be

transformed into all of the 10 verb forms.

Gender and Number

Arabic is a gender and number sensitive language,
where verbs, nouns and adjectives are modified
accordingly. Each word is defined as masculine or

feminine and can be altered to be singular or plural.
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The Arabic Verb

In Arabic, the verb can appear in two tenses:
1. Past (wswololl)

2. Present/Future (g,laoll)

The form g,lasdl can indicate:

Present - ,ol=Jl or Future - Jussiwoll

The specific tense is specified by additional words.

(I intend to... I want to... Tomorrow... Next month....)

The personal pronoun (I, you m., you f...) affects
how we conjugate the verb, we need to know:

1. The basic form of the verb

2.  What we must add on to the beginning or

end of the verb.
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Negative

Ui i o el

Uvgaiy Lo pd

Please note: When making a verb negative, adding

the letter 4w at the end is optional.

Sl bo = il bo
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Let’s conjugate these verbs together:
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Aclg9 — Grammar

The Helping Verb - lc (want, need, going)

It is acceptable to use a helping verb before a

regularly conjugated verb in the ¢ ,Lasll tense.

Roles of the helping verb:
1. To suggest the intent (want, need, going to).
2. To make an expression easier to say.
3. Itis possible to only add one helping verb to

a regularly conjugated verb.



The Future Tense - Jisiuoll
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The Prefix o
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Negative:
Jvt+verb+ b .1

verb + b .2



